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GEMS of GENEALOGY

Occupations : Railroad

Genealogical research can not be accom-  ous railway companies we will be able to trace the
plished in a vacuum. The study of history, local his- steps of our ancestors. Their migratory movement
tory, is an absolute necessity. The history of the often depended on the availability of job opportuni-
Green Bay area is rich and the story of its develop- ties. It will be helpful to study railway maps to find
ment is complex. The founding fathers were engageglace names mentioned that no longer exist. Building
in many commercial ventures. Among them was the and running a railroad was costly. Many companies
development of the railroads. The local newspapers merged. Many companies failed. A good list of rail-
of the 186006s reported woaycdmpamiesamdmergess\can besfoundatft b o n
issues, published railroad ordinances, issued reportsvww.greenbayroute.com/railroads.htAsource of
on meetings concerned with a railroad bridge, the lakeshore rail history Manitowoc County Historical
work being done between Appleton and Oshkosh, Society publicatiorRailroads and Railroading in
and the good credit the area enjoyed due to high  Manitowoc CountyQccupational Monograph 19, by
grain prices. The state buzzed with the business of Lawrence Bohn and Edward Ehlert, can be viewed at
rail building. http://images.library.wisc.edu

Our genealogical research will be closely tied (continued on page 3)
to historical materials. By tracing the history of vari-

*UE) 2éé. ... ... .. é.6..NoS%oearses and Samples 13 ........ Cemetery Project
9 3é. ... . Theme Aur.t.i.c.l..e.Atthe Library 14 .......... Annual Meeting
c 4ééeln Their WBIWS6ES 2008 GereRama Calendar

8 5eé. .. UWGB/ AR®12................ City Directory 15, New Members



Edi t &rNote @

BAGS. President &
DearReader, Dear Reader,
When you go on a research trip this
Many of you travel far and wide during Summetbring your pedigree sheets
the Summer to do research. Among and family group sheets with yolbo
the places you stop are courthouses not expect some poor soul to watch
and cemeteries. Before you leave you try to remember when your rela-
home consider stopping in on the liv- tive died. They can read the informa-
ing. They have great stories to tell. tion from your forms. They can not
Don2t | imit your vi <epdyogrmipdygl o) atj ves|.
clude their neighbors anevodkers. Marv Jane Herb
You may discover a whole new view BAGS Precident
of their lives. Honor your past by hon- AL Freside
oring your elders with a visit. ‘
Happy trails to you, _ o
Sally Matyshak, editor ~ Correction from previous issue.
This information did not print correctly in the
previous issue.

i Shi psWiscgngnoMarine Historical Society,
Milwaukee Public Library. http://www.wmhs.org
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Reader s Note

_ ) ) Send comments, suggestions, and

Sandy Child recommends the site of the Chicago stories to

& Northwestern Railroaddos plcSt®EME EdRdok Soci et y,
www. cnwhs.org/links.pl. nphpsogsi || give peopl
the chance to get information on people who

§ Green Bay, WI 54308283
wor ked for the railroad. I 0

tos all done by vol
teers, so it may take a while to get information,

) - ) Attn: GEMS Editor
but I think itdéds worth it.o
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Occupations: Railroad, continued

Other historical sources valuable to our The Railroad Brotherhoods were the unions
search can be found Trhe Railroads of Wisconsin, for the workers. The UWGRBRC has among other
18271937at Wisconsinhistory.orglrains of Wis- Brotherhood business documents, minutes dated

consin,maps and lists including lumber company rail1914 from the Brotherhood of Railway Carmen of
lines found at the UWGRARC, and at The National America, Lodge 424, Green Bay, WI. Their archives
Railroad Museum in Green Bay. The Museum spe- also contain boxes of Brotherhood of Railway and
cializes in the equipment of the railways, including Steamship Clerks, Freight Handlers, Express and
marvelous engines and cars. Its collection also con- Station Employees materials, including correspon-
tains railway company magazines which may publistdence involving a 1944 effort to address the shortage
photographs of employees but chiefly contain techniof railroad workers. The wartime recruitment pro-

cal material. An exhibit on the history of Pullman  gram sought to add 100,000 new railroad workers.

porters will be held in July. o Hesd

To get an idea of what Math: Séh Acciden;s.h d“‘
railroad jobs entailed, visit at ampers of the west side,
Wikipedia where you will be as- & North- -Western- sectuin band; smet

tounded at what our ancestors ¢ with a painful achden one dav this
complished. The building of the week. In some way a stick: was

railroads was risky financially, driven'through.the palm of his-hand,

and working on the railroads Wagplit tine the bone He w 1ib 3

dangerous and often brutal as t bi tz vﬁ)rk el " 500 euna

accompanying article attests. ralong time. . /o
Clues to sources can be Bay City DemocratMay 26, 1899. Brown

found in articles like the Hands County lerary microfilm

Wanted ad that names the recrv™ = i - S e

ing company. The ad also helps HL;;ns Wik Wells- &' Prench ‘ad-
trace the building of the railway.=— tise for 1,000 hands to.work on the
Companies recruited immigrant: . Chicagé and. Northwestern Railway, be-

is i _~tween -Oshkosh and” Appleton. - Every-
for this intense labor. Many of - i body between Beéaver Dam and La Crosse

our Irish, German, and other *_ y;owe“Wells; and Wells and French be-
European ancestors crossed the - 3ng!..cohtra1>mm to -build the road from

nation from east to west while tt. Osbkosh to' Appleton, gives us confidence
Chinese worked their way east.- ~that it will be built in-the shorfcst time

posgible.— iborn Git [m
The Green Bay City Directories possible—Ku ily &

attest to the many residents en- The Bay C|ty PresSeptember 29 1860
gaged in the business of the RaiBrown County Library microfilm.
roads. Many workers resided on

The Railroad Manpower Mo-
bilization Committee in-
cluded representatives of
Railroad organizations and
the United States Govern-
ment Office of Defense
Transportation.

This brings us to the
subject of women working
for the railroa
miss the idea that your fam-
ily may be able to boast of its
own Rosie the Riveter.
Women were employed in
the shops, (and
station gift shops) and in
other positions men tradition-
ally held. Cyndi
tains numerous railelated
sites. Two of them concern-
ing women aré\merican
Railroad Women Research
ProjectandRailway Women
in Wartime. The first will
lead you to an interesting let-

the West side. In 1902 Rev. William P. Leek, pastor ter dated February 1, 1866 to the Editor of Xiesv

of St. Paul 6s Met hodi st Y&KTunedom a feisty women tekegrapldopdrator t h
workers and their families. Some retired rail workersfighting for equal wages.

members of St. Paul 6s, hol dVhile gl tey@oldind @ewsmoouverlookeds o f
formation, and relish recalling accounts of work sources, dondét forget to

done over their many years of employment. They | found pages of Employees of the Chicago, St. Paul
may be contacted through the Church. The Manito- and Omaha RR Company in the 1880 Federal Cen-
woc County Historical Society holds employee ros- sus. They were living in dorm cars in St. Paul,

ters and shipping manifests in their collection. Minnesota.
The Railroad Retirement Board which was an option

to Social Security has a website worth investigating,
http://www.rrb.gov/geneal2.html.

Sally Matyshak
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Their Wor dso

1206 MARINETTE AVE
MARINETTE WISC 2/21/46

MR JOS HENRIGHS
606 SOMMERVILLE AVE
MENOMINEE MICH

DEAR SIR & BRO ,

WITH REFERENCE TO OUR TELEPHONE CONVERSATION OF
YESTERDAY | AM ENCLOSING APPLICATION BLANK WHICH PLEASE
FILL OUT AND RETURN DATING SAME WITHIN 60 DAYS AFTER THE
DATE YOU WENT TO WORK IF YOU WENT TO WORK OCT 1 ST DATE IT
ANY TIME BEFORE DEC 1 ST  FILING OF THIS A®PLICATION 1S ONLY
A MATTER OF FORM IN SHIFTING FROM MILITARY BACK TO RR SERVICE
AS MEMBERS IN MILITARY SERVICE PAY ONLY FOR THE DEATH BENIFIT
PORTION AND THE OTHER 1S DROPPED UNTIL RETURN TOCRR SERVICE
THERE 1S NO FEE IN CONNECTION WITH IT YOU ONLY START TO PAY
THE REGULAR MONTHS NUES WHEN YOUR APPLICATION 1S ACCEPTED BY
THE LONGE  YOU MAY SEND ME YOUR DUES AT ANY TIME YOU NEED
NOT SEND IT WITH THIS APPLICATION WILL YOU ALSO GIVE ME THE
DATE OF YOUR DISCHARGE | BELIEVE YOU HAVE SOME MILITARY
STAMPS COMMING AS | DID NOT HAVE ENOUGH OF THEM WHEN YOU PAID
YOUR LAST DUES WHICH PAID YOU UP TO NEC 1 ST 1545 OUR STAMPS
ARE SENT TO US QUARTERLY LET ME KNOW HOW MANY YOU ARE LACKING
UP TO DEC 1 ST AND | WILL MAIL THEM YOUR DUES STARTING DEC 18T
WILL BE THE REGULAR DUES OF $1 70 PER MONTH

THANKSNG YOU FOR YOUR °ROMPT ATTENT1ON
M*“:’% e
Ot W ) 3 G~ [oed oot Phonr e «t,,{iékbuwvo 44
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Correspondence between Brotherhood Lodge Secretary and discharged veteran, Joseph A Heinrichs.

(UWGB-ARC, GB Mss 36, fABrotherhood of Rail way and

and Station Employes. State Line Lodge No. 69, Correspondence 1943.J814 6 Feb. 0 Box

2.
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UWGB-Area Research Center

FINDING ANCESTORS FROM ALL SIDES OF cords that can contain employee files. These records

THE TRACKS are also available to us in Green Bay via our courier
Whether your ancestor worked for the railroad,or t r ansf er system. Re me mb
simply lived near a town that the railroad came find your ancestor in these records you will gain a
through, records dealing with the railroad can pro- sense of his life as a railroad employee.

vide you with tidbits of information not found in Lastly, circuit court records can be a gold mine of

more commonly used sources. information about your ancestors. If you think your

One of our favorite railroad resources here at the UVdncestor would have never been involved in a law-
-Green Bay Area Research Center is H.C. Chandler suit of any kind, think again. There are case files

& C oRailboad Business Directory of Chicago, involving railroads and property owners dealing with
Milwaukee, Green Bay, St. Paul, and Intermediate right of way or other land disputes, accidents involv-
Points published in 1867. This directory will tell ing trains, etc. Taking people to court for a mind

you each stop the train made along its route from  boggling number of reasons is not just a phenome-
Chicago to St. Paul, and all the businesses located imon of modern times.

all the towns along the way. You will find listings  All of those researching ancestors who lived during

for businesses still commonly seen today, such as the golden age of railroad&l.L ABOARDo the

hotels and insurance agents, as well as business listUW-Gr een Bay Area Research
ings for coopers, cutter and sleigh manufacturers, you conduct research on all sides of the tracks.

and steamboat agents. If your ancestor operated

some sort of business along the railway, you might ~ JeanWentz

be able to find him or her listed in a directory like Asst. ArchivistUWGB, ARC

this. The directory also gives you a flavor of your
ancestordés community.
Some of the towns the trains stopped in no longer
exist. The directory mentioned above, as well as
railroad maps, are good ways to locate these former )
whistle stops. This strategy is especially helpful \ Y A AT AANT
when resegrchers find a g)a/lme mF()antion{:‘d inF()JIocu- A n nacrnﬁo
ments but the community cannot be located on a cur- “Bhsdwe evesvahwe
rent map. o AR
If your ancestor actually worked for the railroad, nins
many union records exist for The Brotherhood of

Railroad Trainmen for various Lodges in various

— 1
communities, such as La Crosse, Chippewa Falls, R \ h\v\‘ P\
. X b Y

Milwaukee, Madison and others. All of these re-
cords are accessible to us in Green Bay via our cou-
rier transfer system. Included in these records are « o
membership lists with occupation and employing w lhil mg%ggg'){‘l_
railroads, loans made to members, grievances filed, el Story SOCIETY
and funeral/burial benefits. GREEN DAY
Records of the railroads themselves also exist (such
as those for the Chicago, Milwaukee, St. Paul and
Pacific railway; Chicago, Burlington and Quincy
Railway, etc.). These records, although all different
and mostly pertaining to the daily business operation
of the railroad, can contain specific employee biogra-
phy information. The Public Service Commission of
Wisconsin (Transportation Division) also kept re- 5




Sources &Samples

Quick Beat, Rockford Watches only at E. L Balls, |

2o
Anderson True. prop lhll house res Bro 1dw'|y L
Answord John, trader res 4th ave het 3th and 9th
Armstrong Wm, caulker..res w 8 5th ave nr R R tmck
Arnold Gilbert C, res s s Hubbard e Wnllow i
Arnold Ira E S, res Dousman “-* ; &
Atkinson John, res e s. Willow bet Hubbard and Dousman
_Atkinson Stephen, cnttle dealer Tes e s Wlllow bet . Dous-:
mat and Hobbard:*? i
Augustine Hendrick, hb res 2~i ave nr 9th
Aul Edward I machinist res Pearl 4th ward
Aul Geo, res Pearl 4th ward *
Austin Frank, cattle dealer res cor Hubbxr.l umi Ce]a i

ATLEY Henry (T G Bmley & Son) ra es Chestnnt ;
bet Baird and Main
Bailey Thomas,_ G, (T G Baxlev & Son) res Chestnut bet
Main and Baird " -
Bailey T'G & Son (Thomus G and Henry Ba\ley) Wood
Turning Pearl near Baird . :
Baker Joseph H, lab res 6th ave bet 11(: and 2d
| Barclay- Robert, operntor C & N W R.. R reses Chestnut
bt Main. and Hubbaed &
Barclay Thomas, enginesr C & N W R R. rcs es Cedur beb
Main and Hubb nri
Burlow James, mill foreman res, cor 5th ave and 2ml
Barlow John, res Dousman 2d ward
Barlament bharles brakeman res Pearl nr Baird
Barlament Jacob, Tab res- Willow foot of Baird . =+
Bur]ament VV lllmm. Sl;reet Com?usmuer res Pearl 0t

-(hardtﬂ.:

13
i

Check from Chicago Northwestern System Board of Adjust-
ment. UWGBARC, GB Mss 36, fi Brot'l
and Steamship Clerks, Freight Handlers, Express and Station
Empl oyes. 0 Box 1, file 1.)

| Paur ScuoeLkory, formerly a brake-

man on the Kewaunee and G

hy - road, but during the past|few

rs of Montana, spent a [few
: 'days in this city this week, greefing

Article illustrating migrat- time friends and making hew

ing nature ofraivay work- giee Pegfs et bone o
on whe
ers. Kewaunee Enterprise i ., where be is bra

aird [

Bartrun W H, ph)sxcmn rea ws Chéstnnt bet \Inn anl |
Hubbard + 5

Beattie Chas. res Wolf Rlver Rond : B

Beattie James A, res cor Broadway nnd John

Beattie W R, res cor Broadway and John

Bell William, carpenter res cor Chesnuat and Baxrd &

Belonga Jossph res Mather 1st ward -

Bennett Harlow, ﬁreman G B W & St P R R res cor Cehr
and Baird @ |

Bennett Samuel, engmeer GBW & Sb P R R. res cor
Cedarand Buird = ;

Bentley Geo W, lab res Tth ave nr 2d

'ﬁemmm‘ ® Az;lmn > a‘;ﬁf‘;&“&f&;ﬁ}&% smamnuom mmv_ua
o

| Srﬁgké the La Cdibh&,‘éhd be ha.PPY;A"!;_ﬂgnuf."'by‘f(j)::"‘Ec

Banzel Glighds, vos Donsdian o At ing on the Yellowstone division of

Bergmanu Julius, Uaion House Broadwa Sl May 26, 1899. Kewaunee the Northern Pacific railroad. | He

Bertrand John P; Broadway bet Hubbard and Dousman ) :

Bigdall George., Lab res cor Tth ave and 5th it it Pub“c L|brary m|Cr0f|lm) just came llp her from New Orleans,

Bitter Henry J, carpet weaver res 2d ave bet 8th aud 9th where he attended the national pon-
At tend G—reen Bay;_Busxn=ss colleea. vention of the Bmthorbood of

A page from thé&sreen Bay, Fort Howard,
DePere And West DePere Directory, 1881,
shows several residents who worked on a
couple of railroads serving this area and
beyond. (Brown County Library Local His-
tory and Genealogy Section.)

{

;ff’end’s ay latives in GreenBay‘
- apd Non‘a 3 Mich.,, and ex

(IOX‘ d ty again about
e

",:"' R o |

- — - . ———~ i ———— i

‘*«"9-9-?-—-—69 PFpf Williamse, Charles R L&A 5% 2.18.28 . 12w1lwld
4068 xBl M Fpf Brucks, Harold (R F of E)m Ew28 | 122119
1900  x62 Fpf Walsh; Rufusfeeo b-08  Op 5 2ee 28 ‘,.Zaqﬂ» 20 "
| 4862 x63 - Fp  Vetting, Hugo A-FEN sttt la gm_.., sty P Tl
R e T FpeVandenbevi, " Georgs  FPEN 1S z,,rgzz w20
#227 x65 —Fp Francart, Cornollus A&mﬁr‘, 1 3~38‘/—/—“ 720 .
Llsl b 5  Lange, Reinhard X Feeo 195513:‘6)5”29*&2##/’051]_,,20
‘ ' -Pleschel, Frank D oiso I-/e~ 300l2 - 6215m20
—LL3 s —xh3 pf Krysan,. fieyuond L bigo_ 3+/g-¥1° ZZO»MZ 25" B’ US:_ZO .
4301 x69 . Fpf Haeesly, Raymond L L¥# el o282 - 9.11.20
A fragment of a fi Chicago & Northwestern Rail way

neers and Fireman, Green Bay Division & Ashl nd
engineer and fireman positions. (Her b Hessi|l Me



At the Library

Civil War Information on Microfilm
Two series of microfilm which the Wisconsin Historical Society filmed from existing manuscripts are overlookec
or unknown. Thd&ked Book Seriesand theBlue Book Seriesmay provide information on a Civil War soldier not found
el sewhere. The materi al is a great addition to any ¢
The soldierds unit is needed becaus eWiscbnsinMoluncecers f i |
War of the Rebellion 1861865,mentioned below, also found at www.wisconsinhistory.org. When the unit is found
proceed to the microfilm found at the Brown County Library

Red Book Series Blue Book Series
State Militia Adjutant General's Office National Guard Adjutant General's Office;
Regimental Muster and Descriptive Roll, 188365 Regimental Muster and Descriptive Rolls 18665
10 reels of microfilm 22 reels of microfilm
Compiled in the 1860s Compiled in 1885
Muster and descriptive rolls of men serving in Wisconsin Regi  Rolls of each Wisconsin military unit, showing soldiers with
ments showing the following information: the following information:
1. Name 1. Name
2. Rank 2. Rank
3. Birthplace 3. When, where, and by whom enlisted.
4. Age 4. When and by whom commissioned
5. Occupation 5. Term of service.
6. Marital status 6. Physical description
7. Date, place and by whom enlisted 7. Occupation
8. Term of service 8. Residence
9. Physical description 9. Town or ward and county to which enlistment credited
10. Date and place of mustering in 10. Date and manner of termination of service
11. Name of mustering officer 11. Remarks listing:
12. Town or ward and county of residence A. Promotions
13. Town or ward receiving credit B. Special duties
14. Remarks: C. Leaves of absence
A. Promotions D. Engagements
B. Details E. If soldier died in service, date and place of death
C. Leaves and sometimes place of burial
D. Absences
E. Engagements
F. If soldier died in service Also known as Wisconsin State Archives Series 1142
G. Date & place of death
H. Place of burial These records were compiled in 1885 and are slightly differ
ent than the Red Book Series, the original volumes. The
Blue Book Series does not include place of birth.
Also known as Wisconsin State Archives Series 1144 It is a good idea to check both Series.

These are the original volumes and differ from Series 1142
by showing soldiers place of birth, name of mustering officer.
Information shown in remarks is less complete than Series
1142 which was completed in 1885.

Itis a good idea to check both Series.

Two other valuable sources that are related to each other are:
Wisconsin volunteers, War of the Rebellion, 18865, arranged alphabetically. Compiled under the direction of the Adjutants
General during the years 189899.Madison: Democrat Printing Co., 1914This is an index to the following title.)

Roster of Wisconsin volunteers, War of the Rebellion,-1865. Compiled by authority of the Legislature, under the direction o

Jeremiah M. Rusk, governor, and Chandler P. Chapman, adjutant gelNm@ison: Democrat Printing Co., state printers, 1886.
(Information in this volume is file by unit, infantry and company.)
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Photo P0614®05, Train at the Depot. Courtesy of the Kewaunee County Historical Society Research Cente

The featured speaker of the Wisconsin State Geneathe photo carefully. What is the young women wear-

| ogi cal Soci AtRpMASwWaMalr 8 GBNE Research clothing in
reen A. Taylor. She is an internationally known ex- other dated photos. Check out the hats and suits on
pert in photo identification. Her television appear- the men. Unfortunately, there is no name on the sta-
ances include AThe Vi e wdonbhubybu niightdindothea piciteseframa thetared i v
ing. o You may be fRami | ithatmaywhow the saneerbuilding.tLook for ghem at n
ily Tree Magazine Those attending the WSGS con- the source, in this case the Kewaunee County His-
ference April 1112, were given hints on identifying torical Society Research Center. Is there a number
family photographs, a valuable genealogical re- on the engine? What train lines served the area?
source. Maureenods websi tSanephstos will have shadows that will help tell
www.photodetective.com. She also has written you direction, narrowing the time of day for train

books, includingJncovering Your Ancestry through schedules. These are just a few things to look for.
Family PhotographsndScrapbooking Your Family Forensic Genealogyay Colleen Fitzpatrick, may

History. help you get your mind set for the search. Oh, and
| am printing the photograph above to presentachald on 6t f or get to check the
lenge or practice in identification. Here are some Sally Matyshak

things to look for when researching a photo. Look at

A selection of data showing the range of Wisconsin information found by Googleing Milwaukee Road
Historical Association.
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