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Bulletin Board
REMINDERS

President’s Message

Annual Dues are due March 1, 2014
*******
Send newsletter contributions, comments and
suggestions to:
B.A.G.S.
Attn: GEMS Editor
P.O. Box 283
Green Bay, WI 54305-0283
Or via Email:
newsletter@bayareagenealogicalsociety.org
*******
Due Date for article for next issue of GEMS
Tuesday, March 11, 2014
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Note From Editor: This issue’s topic was
supposed to be on Orphans and Orphan
Trains. But since there was no submissions, I
had nothing to use. My apologies. We will try
for this topic again at a later date.
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Well the snow is once again on the ground. In Wisconsin that means that winter is upon us again. This year has
started out colder than the last few years, so stay indoors and
stay warm. That makes for a good time to work on some of
your family genealogy.
On October 2nd, November 6th, and December 4th volunteers got together to work on the Jean Nicolet project. This
was an enjoyable time socializing and also getting work completed on this project. The Jean Nicolet project involves transcribing names from pedigree charts and typing them onto a
spreadsheet on the computer. There is also a verification process which does not involve typing, rather verifying the
names on a paper with the pedigree chart. This is not a difficult project but is very time consuming, anyone that can dedicate some time to this project, please let me know; we will be
having another group volunteer night on February 5th, 2014,
and more Wednesday nights after that date.
We have another project that has recently been completed. After two years of digging and searching we have
gathered copies of each of the GEMS of Genealogy that have
been published since the beginning in 1975. These copies
have been spiral bound into 5 volumes, which will soon become available for sale. Another new sales item for 2014
will be a 16x20 poster pedigree chart, that can display five
generations, great for framing.
Currently there are a few Board Member positions
and Committee positions available, please contact myself if
you are willing to serve on the Board or on a Committee or
help in any way.
The Society Board meetings are held each 4th Tuesday of the month at 6pm, in the Board room on the 2nd floor
of the Brown County Central Library. These meetings are
opened to all. The half hour prior to the meeting is set aside
for getting help and asking questions pertaining to your genealogical research. Please feel free to join the meetings.
Hope your Christmas was a happy one and have a very happy
New Year.
Barbara Hoffman Chouinard
President – Bay Area Genealogical Society, Inc.
president@bayareagenealogicalsociety.org
www.bayareagenealogicalsociety.org
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News From The Board
As a way to keep our members informed on what the board members discuss during our business meetings, we are offering a condensed version of the meeting minutes. If there are questions or suggestions for the board, kindly send them via email to: president@bayareagenealogicalsociety.org or in writing to:
Bay Area Genealogical Society
P.O. Box 283
Green Bay, WI 54305-0283
Meeting Minutes
September 24, 2013
Upcoming Events:
The Belgium Bus Tour on September 14 was a huge success. Feedback was positive with a few suggestions for improvements for
the next trip. Suggestions for future trips or talks LDS, Amish Trip, Bus to Madison, Czech in Kewaunee, Immigration patterns. Annual Meeting is set for March 22, 2014 at the Rock Garden, Dianne is searching for guest speakers.
Committee Reports:
Membership Committee: Barb has reported membership count is at 123 members.
Sales Committee: The sales committee chair has been changed from Nancy Aschenbrenner to Sherry VanderMissen.
Newsletter Committee: The Jan-Mar 2014 issue – Orphanages/Orphan Trains.
Website Committee: Preliminary design has been made but more meetings are necessary.

October 22, 2013
Upcoming Events:
Jean Nicolet Project: We will be meeting the 1st Wednesday of each month to continue to entering the information progress is
being made at the Wednesday get together there were 6 volunteers and they completed 24 hours of work completed so far.
Genealogy 101 classes will start on January 25 and run each Saturday through March 15 at the Brown County Library. Dianne
Briggs is looking for speakers for the next annual meeting.
Committee Reports:
Website Committee: Linda Lehrer reported to the board Chris is making progress with the website and he has the framework for
the website created. Linda brought the website up on her lap for the board to review.
Newsletter Committee: This newsletter will include an explanation about why we will be changing the numbering of our newsletters to by in-sync with our fiscal year instead of calendar year.

November 19, 2013
Upcoming Events:
Dianne reviewed with the board two potential guest speakers for the Annual Meeting, the board has decided to pursue one of the
speakers. Diane will contact the speaker to confirm costs and availability.
Committee Reports:
Membership Committee: Membership count is at 125 members.
Newsletter Committee: The next newsletter Jan - Mar newsletter’s topic is Orphanages/Orphan Trains. The newsletter numbering
will change with the start of new fiscal year in March.
Website Committee: Linda demonstrated the website for the board, more content is still needed for the web pages and the board
members have volunteered to help create the needed information.
Jean Nicolet Project: Progress continues to be made. The board will be deciding what to do with the information once it’s been
entered into the spread sheets.
Sales Committee: Mid Continent Library has contacted Nancy to buy the booklets they had on an old price list. The board set new
reduced prices for the booklets due to efficiencies with printing.
Annual Meeting: The board decided to hold the annual meeting on March 22, 2014 at the Rock Garden. A new pricing structure
has been created. BAGS members cost will remain at $13 for the cost of lunch. Non-Members cost will be $25 which includes the
cost of the guest speaker and lunch.
Respectfully submitted
Theresa Savage
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HELP WANTED
Your Society Needs You! Yes, YOU!
President: Shall serve a term of one year. The President shall preside over the Annual Meeting, the Quarterly
Meetings/Programs, and the monthly Business Meetings of the Society”, and shall perform such other duties as:
vote at Monthly Business Meetings in case of a tie, appoint various committee chairpersons, and handle mail other
than membership information. If the President decides to run for a second term, he/she will have to be re-elected.
If the President is not re-elected or chooses not to run, he/she shall be on the Board of Directors for one year in the
position of Immediate Past President. The Immediate Past President shall attend the Annual, Quarterly and monthly business meetings and is a voting member of the Board. they shall serve on the Budget Committee.
Vice-President: Shall serve a term of one year. If the President is unable to fulfill their term of office, the VicePresident will assume the position of President.. The Vice-President shall preside at the meetings when the President is unable to attend, and shall perform such duties as: vote at all Monthly Business Meetings, arranges the Annual Meeting and the Quarterly Meetings/Programs, chairs the nominating committee, which consists of two other
members, and compiles a slate of nominees for elections at the Annual Meeting.
Treasurer: Shall serve a term of two years. The Treasurer shall handle all financial transactions, present, provide,
and file financial statements of all Annual, Quarterly, and Monthly Business Meetings, vote at all meetings, present Treasurer book for audit, chair the Budget Committee, which consists of two second-term Members-at-Large
and the Immediate Past President. The Treasurer will also maintain a legal documents file and place legal forms in
the safety deposit box at the bank.
Corresponding Secretary: Shall serve a term of two years. The Corresponding Secretary shall handle correspondence for the organization as directed by the President and/or Board of Directors, record and present minutes
in absence of the Recording Secretary, and vote at all Business Meetings.
Members-At-Large (3): Shall serve a term of two years. The Members-at-large shall attend and vote at Annual,
Quarterly, and Monthly Business Meetings. One first term Member-at-Large shall maintain the “Society” History
Book and bring it to the Annual Meeting for the members to view. Two second term Members-at-large will serve
on the Budget Committee. Three to six Members-at-large will be elected at the yearly Annual Meeting, or as required.
Current Nominees:
President: Barbara Hoffman Chouinard

Vice President: Dianne Briggs

Treasurer: Sherry Vander Missen

Correspondence Secretary: Open Position

Members-at-Large (3):
Robert De Laruelle
Joyce Hannemann
Open Position

If you would like to serve on the board in one of these positions, please contact:
Barbara Hoffman Chouinard at president@bayareagenealogicalsociety.org
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Bay Area Genealogical Society
2014 Schedule of Special Events
B.A.G.S. board members continue to look for programs that will interest our membership.
We welcome any suggestions. You can email any suggestions to president@bayareagenealogicalsociety.org.
Our business meetings are held on the 4th Tuesday of each month, at the Brown County Central Library, Pine St.
Green Bay, Wisconsin—2nd floor meeting room. 5:30-6:00 p.m. is set aside for members to ask questions and get
advise on their research. The Business meeting is 6:00-9:00 p.m.
Feel free to join us. We would love to see you.
Genealogy 101 Saturdays, January 25—March 15, 2014
Mary Jane Herber will be teaching a class on Genealogy.
Class times are 9:15 a.m. to 10:45 a.m.
Covering the following topics: Vital Records, Census Records, Newspapers, Land Records, Naturalization Records, Court Records, and computer databases.
Great for the beginner and also as a refresher course.
Membership Renewal Due March 1, 2014
The annual Dues for our society are due on March 1, 2014.
The dues remain at $15 per person, $20 family membership, $10 full time student.
See the application form on page 9..
Annual Banquet Meeting Registration Due March 14, 2014
Annual Banquet Meeting Saturday, March 22, 2014
The annual meeting of Bay Area Genealogical Society, there will be election of officers.
Rock Garden / Comfort Suites
1951 Bond Drive Green Bay WI
Costs: $13 for members for lunch and sessions
$25 for non-members for lunch and sessions
Sessions without lunch: members free, non-members $12
See page 7 for complete information.
If you would like to become more involved in our society, and serve on the Board,
PLEASE contact the president at president@bayareagenealogicalsociety.org.
Gene a Rama 2014 April 4 & 5, 2014 Manitowoc, WI
Holiday Inn 4601 Calumet Ave.
Main Speaker: Lisa Alzo
For more information and registration, go to www.WSGS.org
Salt Lake City Utah Research Trips
Research at the Family History Library with help from professional genealogists.
For more information go to: www.ancestorseekers.com
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COMING SOON
A NEW AND IMPROVED
B.A.G.S. WEBSITE ! ! !

Bay Area Genealogical Society presents new
Sales Items for 2014 (prices not yet set on items)
GEMS of Genealogy
We have compiled in a spiral bound books the prior GEMS of Genealogy,
published by the Bay Area Genealogical Society.
Volume I
Volume II
Volume III
Volume IV
Volume V

1975 — 1989
1990 — 1994
1995 — 1999
2000 — 2004
2005 — 2009

Pedigree Poster
16” x 20”
Five Generations
Great for framing
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Annual Banquet & Meeting
Saturday, March 22, 2014
Rock Garden / Comfort Suites
1951 Bond Street
Green Bay, WI 54303
(920) 497-4701
Reservation Deadline: March 14, 2014
COSTS
Meal & Sessions
Members: $13.00 per person
Non-Members: $25.00 per person

Sessions Only
Members: Free
Non-Members: $12 per person

Meal Choice: A Chicken Princess; chicken breast with sauce and asparagus
Meal Choice: B Herb Crusted Haddock
Both entrees come with a garden salad with choice of 2 dressings, baby red potatoes, vegetable blend, dinner rolls,
desert, coffee, milk.
9:30 a.m. Registration
10:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. Session 1 — Speaker: Jay Fonkert
Genealogical Detours: Solving Problems with Indirect Evidence—Learn how to solve a problem when you can
find no direct evidence answering your question. Become an “evidence weaver” and reveal your family’s history.
11:30 a.m. Lunch
12:30 p.m. Meeting & Elections
1:00 p.m. Session 2 — Speaker: Jay Fonkert
Finding Truth Beyond Family Lore: the Three Hidden Wives of John C. Fawkner—Learn how to test family
lore against original records and separate kernels of truth from myth. The key is correlating evidence. A broad
search across time and geography yields probate, guardianship, tax and court records that reveal the truth.
3:00 p.m. Networking, time to converse with other genealogy enthusiasts
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
REGISTRATION FOR ANNUAL MEETING & LUNCHEON
(Please print clearly)

Attendee Name: __________________________________________ Menu Choice: A B
Attendee Name: __________________________________________ Menu Choice: A B
Address: ________________________________________________
Phone: __________________________________________________
[ ] I /We plan to attend the sessions and meeting ONLY !
Meal Price: $13.00 per member and $25.00 per non-member, includes meal and tip and helps
defray cost of speaker and facility. Make checks payable to B.A.G.S. and mail to:
B.A.G.S. Annual Banquet
P.O. Box 283
Green Bay, WI 54305
7
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Speaker for the Annual Meeting Bio
Jay Fonkert

"Jay" Fonkert is a board-certified genealogist specializing in American Midwest,
Dutch and English genealogy. He teaches and lectures frequently in Minnesota
and Wisconsin, and has spoken at the National Genealogical Society national
conference in 2010 and presented in 2011 at the Federation of Genealogical Societies conference. He offers talks for both beginners and advanced researchers
on a broad range of topics, including research methods, evidence analysis, immigration and migration, Dutch genealogy, English genealogy, and genealogical
writing.
Fonkert is a professional researcher with experience in Midwest, Dutch, English,
Swedish and Norwegian research, with special interests in migration and geography. Research experience at Minnesota History Center and other Midwest libraries. Past-president, Minnesota Genealogical Society. Winner of 2009 Scholar
Award from American Society of Genealogists and place-winner in International
Society of Family History Writers and Editors writing competition, 2007, 2008
and 2009. Columnist for The Septs, journal of the Irish Genealogical Society,
International. Instructor in Intermediate Genealogy Course sponsored by MN
Genealogical Society and conference speaker and lecturer.
He is the past-president of the Minnesota Genealogical Society, he is a director
of the Association of Professional Genealogists, and has published research and
teaching articles in the National Genealogical Society Quarterly, Minnesota Genealogist, The Septs, Family Chronicle, NGS Magazine and the APG Quarterly.
Jay is a mentor for a ProGen study group, and teaches in the Minnesota Genealogical Society's Intermediate Genealogy Course.

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Left Blank for Removal of Annual Meeting Registration
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BAY AREA GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY, INC

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

We want to make your B.A.G.S. membership as useful and helpful as possible.
Please fill out this application as completely as you can.
[ ] New Membership

[ ] Renewal Membership

May we share this information with our members?

[ ] YES

[ ] NO

APPLICANT INFORMATION
Name:
Address:

Phone:
State:

City:
Student [ ]

Retired [ ]

Zip Code:

Employed outside the home [ ]

Email:

Surnames you are researching:
COMMITTEE INFORMATION
Please check the B.A.G.S. Committees that interest you! Being on a committee lets us get to know you and lets you
share interests with us. Committees allow everyone to contribute while keeping the time commitment minimal.
[]

Social Activities (Programs, Annual Meetings, etc.)

[]

Sales (B.A.G.S. publications)

[]

Publications (write articles, develop, layout)

[]

Website (develop content)

[]

Workshop (make presentations)

[]

Jean Nicolet (transcribe, data entry, checking)

[]

Willing to assist as needed
MEMBERSHIP FEES

[]

Individual - $15.00 per year

[]

Family - $20.00 per year - (Under this plan, your family is eligible for 2 votes when voting.)

[]

Full-time Student - $10.00 per year

[]

Canadian or overseas members, please add $5.00

Total Membership Fee Enclosed

School:

School Address:

$

Please make checks payable to:

Bay Area Genealogical Society

ALL MEMBERSHIPS INCLUDE ONE SUBSCRIPTION TO OUR NEWSLETTER, “GEMS OF GENEALOGY”.
Do you prefer to receive the Newsletter by:
[ ] Regular Mail – Black & White Version

Mail this application and payment to:

[ ] Email - Color Version

Bay Area Genealogical Society
P.O. Box 283, Green Bay, WI 54305

Left Blank Intentionally For Membership Application

WISCONSIN CIVIL WAR VETERANS
WHO WERE MEMBERS OF
The Grand Army of the Republic
Department of Oregon
By David C. Bailey, Sr.
Past Department Commander, IL Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War
Naperville, IL
foxvalleycivwar@live.com
The following names were taken from the WSGS Newsletter Vol. 59 No. 4 Oct 2013
I have taken only the names of soldiers from Brown, Outagamie, Kewaunee, Door & Manitowoc Counties.
To see entire list, go to WSGS publication
William Ahl (Ahe) — residence Lincoln, WI; entered service 21 Aug 1862 as corporal, Company A, 30th WI Infantry; mustered out
20 Sep 1865; veteran’s pension application # 406,938 from ME on 19 Jul 1880; died 11 Jun 1920 at Jasper, OR; buried Mount
Vernon Cemetery, Springfield, Lane County, OR.
Samuel Dowd — residence Lincoln, WI; entered service 16 Aug 1862 as Private, Company C, 30th WI Infantry; mustered out 25
Jul 1865; veteran’s pension application # 949,968 from WI on 23 Aug 1890; died 14 Mar 1920 at Amity, OR, buried Masonic Cemetery, McMinnville, Yamhill County, OR.
Edward L. Briggs — residence Franklin, WI; entered service 1 Jun 1861 as Private, Company I, 6th WI Infantry; captured 1 Jul
1863 at Gettysburg, PA; mustered out 24 May 1865; veteran’s pension application # 259,374 on 23 Aug 1878; died 11 Dec 1927 at
Salem, OR; buried City View Cemetery, Salem, Marion County, OR; widow’s (Mary A. Briggs) pension application #1,599,970
form OR on 21 Dec 1927.
John Sylvester Gurdane — born 4 May 1834; residence Ahnapee, WI; entered service 11 Oct 1861 as Corporal, Company E, 14th
WI Infantry; promoted Sergeant; mustered out 9 Oct 1865; veteran’s pension application # 425,525 from MO on 6 Jul 1881; died 14
Oct 1920; buried Olney Cemetery, Pendleton, Umatilla County, OR.
George C. Metcalf — born 5 Oct 1846; residence Appleton, WI; entered service 11 May 1864 as Private, Company E, 40th WI Infantry; mustered out 16 Sep 1864; veteran’s pension application # 1,377,884 from MO on 7 Oct 1908; died 13 Sep 1922at Grants
pass, OR; buried Grants Pass Masonic Pioneer Cemetery, Grants Pass, Josephine County, OR.
Alexander Trudell — residence Casco, WI; entered service 15 Aug 1862 as Private, Company A, 27th WI Infantry; transferred 1
Jan 1865 to 146th Company, 2nd Battalion, Veteran Reserve Corps; medical discharge due to disability 24 Mar 1865; veteran’s pension application # 591,807 on 21 Dec 1886; died 26 Oct 1922 at Medford, OR; buried Eastwood IOOF Cemetery, Medford, Jackson
County, OR.
**********************************************************************************************************
WISCONSIN CIVIL WAR VETERANS BURIED IN
MOUNT GREENWOOD CEMETERY,
CHICAGO, IL
By David C. Bailey, Sr.
Past Department Commander, IL Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War
Naperville, IL
foxvalleycivwar@live.com
Jacob S. Stahl— was a resident of Oconto, Wisconsin when he enlisted on 21 May 1861 as a Private in Company H, 4th Wisconsin
Infantry. The unit was subsequently re-designated as the 4th Wisconsin Calvary. He was wounded 14 Jun 1863 at Post Hudson,
Louisana and subsequently received a medical discharge due to his wounds on 30 Jun 1864. Stahl applied for a veteran’s pension
(application # 362,400) from Illinois on 20 Oct 1887.
About the author
Recently retired as a Commercial Manager with an international oil company, David is devoting his time to pursuing his interest in
genealogy and U.S. military history. David had served as President of the Illinois Society; sons of the American Revolution and al
Illinois Department Commander of the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War. He is currently researching Civil War veteran
burials in northeastern Illinois and GAR in IL and the western states. He can be reached at foxvalleycivwar@live.com
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The following article was submitted by member Jane Claire Cappelle and was missed in the last issue of GEMS, which featured
medicine, midwives and country doctors. This is an edited version of the article which was used as a thesis by the author, and used
here with her permission.

“Home Remedies of the Belgian Immigrants of Northeast Wisconsin"
"
By Andrea Thiry
Spring 1996

Much of our most important history is preserved in oral tradition. This holds true for home remedies as
well. These tried and true methods are passed on from one generation to the other in bits and pieces as necessary.
There had been little need to document these treatments for many years. Now we stand in an age of highly advances medical technology in which anything you cannot treat with a n over the counter cure simply requires a
trip to one of many, plentiful M.D.s.
Yet imagine a time gone by when money was extremely short, health insurance virtually non-existent,
and the nearest medical personnel was a half-day’s wagon ride away. And even if one could get there in time for
the treatment of a serious problem, one could not be guaranteed that the doctor could help.
This was the setting for the multitudes of Belgians who settled in Door, Brown and Kewaunee counties in
the late 1850’s. They came in droves for the opportunity to farm. Their homeland had little available land to offer. With them they carried the elements of a simple, earth=-bound life, including many treatments for ailment s
ranging from a sore throat to deep lacerations.
Through a series of conversations, some profitable and others not, as well as the recordings of earlier interviews, I have collected a wide sampling of traditional Belgian home remedies as remembered by Belgian descendants. The remedies contained herein may not be exclusively of Belgian origin, but nevertheless, they touch
on many aspects of today's rediscovery of homeopathy, and aromatherapy. I will attempt to present these treatments in historical context while offering some explanation, when possible, using sources of modern medicine,
homeopathy and aromatherapy.
For the most part, Belgian home remedies were concocted using what one would have in the home, on
the farm, in the garden or nearby in the wild. These things included animal fat, baking ingredients, fruits and other plants. Early druggists also offered natural healing substances, as did traveling salesmen such as Watkins and
Raleigh representatives.
Cod liver oil and other fish oils were also dosed out to children and the feeble on a regular basis to prevent ailment. The popular book, Prescription For Nutritional Healing reports that these oils provide essential fatty
acids, omega 3 factors, and lineleic acid. These elements act to lower blood pressure, lower cholesterol, and aid
nerve function and circulation. As found by modem Japanese researchers, it also aids brain function, making
comprehension and recall more efficient.
"Sunrise Herb Tea", sold by pharmacists also served as both a preventative measure and a cure all. Advertisements were painted on large roadside boulders and its use was common. As reported by the late Thelis Noel, the tea contained anise. Aromatherapy claims that anise is one of the best known digestive herbs. It sweetens
the breath, alleviates indigestion, acts as an antiseptic and soothes coughs and headaches. It also acts as a warming, clarifying, respiratory and muscle relaxant aid (Principles for Nutritional Healing).
Moving on from prevention, let us discuss some common ailments and their cures. As it sill plagues us
today, the common cold and its various strains were a struggle for Belgian immigrants as well. For a chill, one
would-soak his or her feet in warm water and sip a warm drink of honey and water. Honey is a natural healing
"chicken soup" remedy. It is good for just about everything because of many unknown organic qualities. One
thing which is known for sure is that honey increases one's energy level (Quillici). A common drink, lavender
water, consumed by the Belgians might have also helped with these and many other ailments.
For a sore throat one would drink buttermilk, or use a rub of goose grease on the neck. Animal "grease"
of any kind refers to the fat of the animal. No doubt the grease soothed in rubbing like a massage of sorts. Also,
animal fat acted as a preservative to hold medicinal qualities of herbs and other remedies. The Native Americans
taught the Belgians to use deer and bear tallow (grease) as well. This grease was often blended with camphor or
turpentine.
When a rub of goose grease was applied to the neck, it was important that it be covered with a wool sock.
This was used for swollen glands as well. Fried onions may be placed on ones chest to relieve a chest cold. The
only reference I have found as to onions effects on the body is that they contain sulfur and many healing qualities. Fried, they would of course be warm on one's chest as well.
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For a cough, often a syrup was created by slicing onions, covering them with honey and allowing the
mixture to set overnight. Again, the mysterious healing properties of onions take effect, and hone There were also store-bought syrups available. Also using onions, when a fever needed attention, sometimes one's legs were
wrapped in onions, as well as were cool cloths applied.
Cuts, either simple or severe (often caused by farming equipment such as a sickle) were most likely treated with a carbolic acid mixture to cleanse, then covered and allowed to heal have found no reference or support
for the use of carbolic acid, yet it would obviously act in killing any infection which might be present. Another
common remedy was, again, the application of the meat of the plantain leaf
The meat of a plantain leaf was applied to lip sores. This is a pant which grows wildly in the area which
has a large, thick leaf which was pressed, then the skin peeled away. In Walloon, the name of the plantain was
"yep de cucurd". The plantain is a weed, essentially, which grows wildly in this region- It has commonly been
used for skin problems. This is another method probably learned from Native Americans (Elm).
Less serious skinned knees were usually simply covered if treated at all, and occasionally rubbed with a
lineament or something like Vaseline. Thelis Noel reported the technique of blowing smoke onto the wound for
this as well.
Sunburn was soothed with vinegar. Sources today in no way advise this, yet it may have felt cooling. Now a cold
clay poultice is recommended as well as the application of tea and aloe.
A poultice of milk and bread was used in hope to draw out a sliver. The Prescription for Nutritional Healing recommends a poultice for this as well. It increases blood flow with heat. Moist heat of a poultice draws out
toxins, and its agents act as counter irritants.
Insects and animals often took their toll on the farming Belgians. One treatment of a bee sting included
three kinds of leaves (unnamed by source) used in a rub. Natural medicine texts suggest a poultice of white oak,
comfrey and slippery elm. Again, the plantain may be used. Also, the application of mud was used to draw out
the poison. Mud is another treatment with many unknown properties which just plain work.
For a snakebite, one surely saw a doctor as soon as possible. Treatment was the slicing of the skin in order to "squeeze out" the venom. Still the same treatment is used when an anti-venom agent is unavailable, except
suction.is used.
For a bladder infection, Mary DeJardin recommends a soup of leak, barley and potatoes. Potatoes are
known to have anti-infection elements. Leak acts as a diuretic which cleanses the system. The popular beverage
of dandelion wine also acted as an anti-infection treatment for this type of ailment. For infection of some kind,
Iris Cappelle-Meyer recalls a flaxseed poultice being applied, then the wound covered with flannel. Also, plain
warm water was used, as hot as one could stand it.
In my investigation, I discovered a few oddities and recipes worth mentioning, the oddities include the
use of a silver knife - specifically silver- to be applied for swelling. I discussed this with my uncle, Dr. Joe Meyer
of Gunderson Clinic in La Crosse. All he had to say was a simple, "Well, it would be cold."
For a baby with his or her "days and nights mixed up" (sleeping all day and awake all night), one would
lay the baby facing them on a bed, then flip the baby, feet to head three times.
In intense heat, a beverage of vinegar, water and sugar was ingested. The ingestion of vinegar acts to shut
down what is referred to as the sympathetic nervous system, decreasing one's ability to sweat. As a historical
aside, when immigrants didn't want to be drafted (to fight in wars they didn't understand). They drank vinegar
which raised the acidic level of body fluids to a level prohibiting their enlistment (Quillici). Popular beverages
played a role in the early use of homeopathy and aromatherapy. Most common was beer. There have been many
recent studies and reports on the positive effects of beer. Lavender water contained wine spirits, essence of amber, musk and oil of lavender. Lavender is known as a healing oil with properties for head clearing, respiratory
problems, decongestion, and as an antidepressant. Dandelion wine contained dandelion blossoms, water, sugar,
yeast and lemon peel. Dandelion, as I have mentioned acts as a diuretic and the properties of yeast and lemon
also assist in healing properties.
Overall you can see that a little natural medicine can go a long way. This was successful for the Belgian
immigrants, who could only count on doctors for extreme situations, and even then, medical help was inconvenient. Through trial and error, the immigrants stumbled upon some pretty effective treatments. Of course, they
made some mistakes and developed wives' tales along the way as well. Never the less, this study goes to show
that one needs little more than what can come from the earth, a good diet and exercise to be healthy. It also goes
to show that what we put into our bodies is of extreme importance to our health.
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IN MEMORIAM
Joy A. Reisinger, 79, of Sparta, WI died Tuesday, December 10, 2013, at Mayo Clinic Health
System, Sparta. Joy was a member of Wisconsin Historical Society, National Genealogical Society and
Wisconsin State Genealogical Society. She was a lecturer, a Certified Genealogist Emeritus and specialized in French Canadian Research. Joy published a newsletter “Lost In Canada” and co-authored a book,
“All The Kings Daughters” with Peter Gilmour.
We in Wisconsin owe her a debt of gratitude. Joy was instrumental in getting legislation passed
that has kept our vital records open to the public. She has lectured at the Brown County library.
As genealogy enthusiasts, we have lost a great lady. May she rest in peace.

What is a First Cousin, Twice Removed?
By Genealogy.com

If someone walked up to you and said “Howdy, I’m your third cousin, twice removed,” would you have any
idea what they meant? Most people have a good understanding of basic relationship word such as “mother,
father, aunt, uncle, brother, sister.“ But what about the relationship terms that we don’t use in everyday
speech? Terms like “second cousin and first cousin, once removed”?
RELATIONSHIP TERMS
Sometimes, especially when working on your family history, it’s handy to know how to describe your family
relationships more exactly. The definitions below should help you out.
COUSIN (a.k.a. “first cousin”)— Your first cousins are people in your family who have two of the same
grandparents as you. In other words, they are children of your aunts & uncles.
SECOND COUSIN — Your second cousins are the people in your family who have the same greatgrandparents as you, but not the same grandparents.
THIRD, FOURTH,AND FITH COUSINS — Your third cousins have the same great-great-grandparents,
fourth cousins have the same great-great-great-grandparents, and so on.
REMOVED — When the word “removed” is used to describe a relationship, it indicates that the two people
are from different generations. You and your first cousins are in the same generation (two generations younger than your grandparents), so the word “removed” is not used to describe your relationship.
The words “once removed” mean that there is a difference of one generation. For example, your
mother’s first cousin is your first cousin, once removed. This is because your mother’s first cousin is one generation younger than your grandparents and you are two generations younger than your grandparents. This
one-generation difference equals “once removed”.
Twice removed means that there is a two-generation difference. You are two generations younger than
a first cousin of your grandmother, so you and your grandmother’s first cousin are first cousins, twice removed.
When you are working with older records, be aware that the meaning of the word “cousin,” along with
the meaning of other relationship terms, have changed over time. The Glossary section of the Learning Center
can help you with any confusing relationship terms, including those in Latin. (http://genealogy.com)
This article was found in the Fond du Lac County Genealogical Society Newsletter Vol. 35 No. 1 May 2013
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NATIONAL
ARCHIVES
NEWS
Did you know that you can now order
records from the National
Archives & Records Administration
(NARA) online? Check out their
website at:

www.archives.gov

UWGB—ARC
Regular Hours:
Mon—Closed
Tues—12:30-8:00pm
Wed, Thurs, Fri—9:30am-3:00pm
(920) 465-2539
Call to verify hours before going there.

Brown County Library
Local History & Genealogy
515 Pine St Green Bay—2nd floor
Winter Hours
Mon, Tues—1:00-5:00pm
Wed—1:00-5:00 & 6:00-9:00pm
Thurs, Fri, Sat—1:00-5:00pm
(920) 448-5815

Check out B.A.G.S. website
http://bayareagenealogicalsociety.org

B.A.G.S. Board of Directors
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Barbara Hoffman Chouinard (2013)
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Mary Jane Herber
(2013)
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(2013)
Treasurer:
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Joyce Hannemann
2013-2015
Nancy Aschenbrenner (920) 465-0202
Jean Spodeck
Katie Stilp
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Library Consult.:
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Recipe Corner

Tom & Jerry Holiday Drink
1 dozen eggs
1/2 tsp cloves
2 lbs. powered sugar
2 T cinnamon
6 oz. brandy (omit the brandy for non alcohol drink)
Beat eggs by themselves until thick, then mix together cinnamon, cloves, and brandy. Then slowly add the sugar to
the mix and then mix (beat) together for 30 minutes. The secret to this recipe is the mixing time; makes the drink
fluffy, creamy and very good. Fill a mug 1/3 full of the mix and add hot water, stir and enjoy a warm holiday
drink. Refrigerate any unused mix
Submitted by: Barbara Hoffman Chouinard
A recipe from my Great Grandmother—Mrs. (Fred) Elizabeth (Corrigan) Hoffman 1888-1967

REMINDER
Annual Dues are due March 1, 2014
The dues allow our society to keep this valuable cemetery information on the web and searchable for everyone for
FREE. Without the income of the dues, our society would have to shut down the website and remove this information. Please keep in mind that although the information is free to use, there is the cost of keeping the website
running, and maintenance of the site. We will be rolling out a newly designed website in early 2014.

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Green Bay, WI 54305-0283
P.O. Box 283
B.ay A.rea G.enealogical S.ociety, inc

