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BULLETIN BOARD

Welcome New Members
Thomas Aldrich

De Pere, WI

****
Board meeting
minutes will now
be available
on line.

Dr George Ohearn Green Bay, WI
Connie Maden

Please check the
website.

Morrow, OH

www.BayAreaGenealogySociety.org

****

President’s Note:
This past March 28 , the Bay Area Genealogical Society held its annual banquet at the Comfort Suites. We had
a good turnout and an excellent speaker. Thank you to all that attended. Our speaker was Stephen Szabados, a
genealogy speaker and author. Stephen had his books available for purchase and for autographing. Elections
were also conducted. Welcome new board members and a big thank you to those that have served and are serving on the board. Without all of you our Society would not exist, Thank you.
th

New Board Members:
President:
Vice President:
Recording Secretary:
Member at Large:
Member at Large:
Member at Large:

Barbara Hoffman – elected another term
Kathleen Laprise
Anne Kasuboski
Jennifer Marshall
Julie Nivens
Jean Spodeck – elected another term

We still have a Member at Large Position available. Please contact me if you are willing to serve on the board
or help on a Committee or help in any way.
On April 28th the Bay Area Genealogical Society held a very informative presentation on The Catholic Diocese
Genealogical resources by Kris Matthies. Then on May 19th Kathleen Laprise held two presentations on DNA
basics and Finding Ancestors. Thank you to all that attended these sessions. Our goal as a society is to be holding informative sessions several months a year. Please let us know if there is a topic that you would be interested in learning more about or if you are able to give a presentation.
Have a safe and enjoyable summer.
Barbara Hoffman
President – Bay Area Genealogical Society
president@bayareagenealogicalsociety.org
www.BayAreaGenealogicalSociety.org
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Bay Area Genealogical Society
2015
Schedule of Special Events
http://www.BayAreaGenealogicalSociety.org

July 8, 2015 Wednesday Jean Nicolet Project Green Bay, Wisconsin
Second Wednesday of each month, 6:00 PM in the History and Genealogy Department on the second floor
in the Brown County Library until closing, B.A.G.S. is cataloging the entire Jean Nicolet Project.
July 21, 2015 Tuesday Researching Your Wisconsin Polish - American Ancestors WSGS Webinar
7:00 - 8:00 pm Presented by Anne Kasuboski. Immigrants of Polish ancestry were one of the major groups
making their way into Wisconsin in the second half of the 19th century. Learn what’s unique about
Wisconsin’s Poles, how history shaped their migration, and tips and techniques for tracing your Wisconsin
Polish ancestors back to their place of origin.
Register at: https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/5026545316249326849
July 28, 2015 Tuesday B.A.G.S. Board Meeting Green Bay, Wisconsin
Our business meetings are held on the 4th Tuesday of each month, 6:00-8:00 p.m. Please check our website
calendar for the location of the meeting.
August 12, 2015 Wednesday Jean Nicolet Project Green Bay, Wisconsin
Second Wednesday of each month, 6:00 PM in the History and Genealogy Department on the second floor
in the Brown County Library until closing, B.A.G.S. is cataloging the entire Jean Nicolet Project.
August 25, 2015 Tuesday B.A.G.S. Board Meeting Green Bay, Wisconsin
Our business meetings are held on the 4th Tuesday of each month, 6:00-8:00 p.m. Please check our website
calendar for the location of the meeting.
September 9, 2015 Wednesday Jean Nicolet Project Green Bay, Wisconsin
Second Wednesday of each month, 6:00 PM in the History and Genealogy Department on the second floor
in the Brown County Library until closing, B.A.G.S. is cataloging the entire Jean Nicolet Project.
September 22, 2015 Tuesday Finding Ancestors - Genealogy and Social Media
5:30 - 6:30 pm Presented by Kathie Laprise and held in the Auditorium of the Brown County Library, 515
Pine Street, Green Bay. It is open to the public. There is no charge to attend. Learn the importance of social
media in genealogical research. Make it work for you by keeping up to date on what is happening along with
learning new tools for researching and organizing your genealogy project.
September 22, 2015 Tuesday B.A.G.S. Board Meeting Green Bay, Wisconsin
Our business meetings are held on the 4th Tuesday of each month, at the Brown County Central Library,
515 Pine Street on the 2nd floor board meeting room. Meeting will be held after “Finding Ancestors”
presentation.
October 17, 2015 Saturday WSGS 2015 Fall Seminar, Marshfield, Wisconsin
More information on “Connecting the Dots” is available at http://www.wsgs.org/
October 20-31, 2015 Tracing the Past in Ireland: Genealogy and Culture, Dublin, Ireland
This trip includes the option of tracing your Irish ancestry with genealogist Dave Miller in addition to learning about the fascinating history, culture and art of Ireland. A full brochure is available at
www.authentictravelandtours.com
Research Trips Salt Lake City, Utah
Research at the Family History Library with help from professional genealogists.
For more information go to: http://www.ancestorseekers.com
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To Add Source Citations or Not to Add Source Citations, That Is the Question
by Kathleen Laprise

According to the Merriam-Webster online dictionary, the definition of GENEALOGIST is “a person who traces or studies the descent of persons or families.” Some of us are professional genealogists, while many more are amateur ones.
One of the key differences includes knowledge of source citations. We may only be doing our research for our own
knowledge but after all of the time and work involved it would be nice to have the information we find kept after our
death, not just thrown out as a fictional account of family. One of the ways to prove the information we have acquired is
accurate would be to include source citations for facts. Source citations also help keep your research organized and allows for us to accurately interpret conflicting information.
When I first started researching my family tree, I was one of the people who did not add source citations. Oh, yes, I had
copies of the sources such as census pages, death certificates, etc. BUT I did not add a source citation to a death date or
residence information, or anything else. My thoughts at the time included why is it necessary, I already have a copy of
the document and also the knowledge that the quest was more fun than keeping track of where I found what. Was I
wrong!
First we need to understand a difference between a source and a source citation. A source can be a document, a book,
information told by someone, information found on a website, another researcher’s information and many other items.
We use many sources when we research. A source citation is what is attached to a fact; it tells us where the fact was
obtained and, if conflicting information is found in the future, helps us to judge the reliability of each. The word source
is used many times when source citation is really what is meant.
Each type of source needs to be written slightly different but each contains the same basic information:
 Author (examples include the U.S. Bureau of Census; State of Wisconsin; book author; blog name; etc.)
 Title (examples include the 1870 U.S. Federal Census; Wisconsin Birth Index; etc.)
 Repository or Publisher (examples include the National Archives and Records Administration; Brown County
Courthouse, Green Bay, WI; etc.)
 Date
 Locator (examples include page number; volume; item; etc.)
Sources of almost every type should include the name of the person to whom it refers (an example of a birth citation
should state “John Doe: Birth date: 01 Jan 1871: Location: Green Bay, Brown County, WI: etc.).
The following three items show some of the differences which can be found between various source citations. This is
not a complete list, just a few examples:
 Citations taken from published books may only need four of the five basic listed items above if it is a book which
may be at various libraries, it will need a publisher and publisher’s address rather than repository.
 Verbal family history needs a source citation. If you interview Great Aunt Amelia Jones about her parent’s deaths,
you need to add her as the source. Then tell when and where she told you of her family. The “when” is truly important since her age may make a difference on the accuracy of her knowledge. If the story was told to you by her
daughter, Amelia is still the source but you need to specify this was told to you by her daughter, Anna Jones. This
would be second hand knowledge and does not rank high when judging reliability of information.
 Newspaper citation should include the newspaper’s name, location, publication date, and publisher. If at all possible
it should include the section, page, and column number. Of course the name of the person and type of notice
(obituary, birth notice, etc.) should be included in the citation. Many people transcribe the actual verbiage into the
citation since, if you attach a copy of the media, it will not show up in most genealogical reports.
Many genealogical programs have built in source citation forms. If you automatically download information from an
online site, what is downloaded as a source citation may not be complete. I have noticed many source citations I automatically uploaded to my genealogy program are different than what the various sites supply. Source citations are much
more standardized today. The various websites have changed, supplying more accurate information in their citations.
There are many websites to find information on writing source citations. The following are just a few:
 Cyndi’s List (Citing Sources) www.cyndislist.com/citing/
 GeneaBloggers (Genealogy Source Citations Quick Reference Guide) www.geneabloggers.com/wp-content/
uploads/2012/01/Genealogy-Source-Citations-Quick-Reference.pdf
 FamilySearch (Cite Your Sources) www.familysearch.org/learn/wiki/en/Cite_Your_Sources_(Source_Footnotes)
 Evidence Explained www.evidenceexplained.com/
Continued on Page 5
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There are excellent books available including two by Elizabeth Shown Mills: “Evidence! Citation & Analysis for the Family Historian” and “Evidence Explained: Citing History Sources
from Artifacts to Cyberspace.” Many other basic genealogy books will include a chapter of two on source citations.
There are also many groups in various social media sites where genealogists share how they write their source citations.
There is no one totally right way to write the citation. As long as you include the information on where the information
was found as completely as possible.
Adding source citations takes time. It may seem hard at the beginning but you will find your own system. Adding the
citations also allows you time to review your previous work, possibly finding new information which was overlooked
the first time.
Continued from Page 4

Meet A Board Member
Jennifer Marshall (Theisen), Member at Large
1. How long have you been on the board? What do you enjoy most about
being part of B.A.G.S. board?
I have been on the board for 3 months. I enjoy being a part of educating and
preserving the past.
2. How did you get started in genealogy?
My grandmother was very intent in making sure that I knew about the history of her family. In 1994 she
completed a book for me called “Grandmother Remembers.”
3. Why did you start researching?
Many in my generation are not as interested in preserving the family history and I wanted to verify
information and document it so that it is not lost to future generations to come. I also want to document the
verbal stories passed down to me from my grandmother, but want to verify facts about them first.
4. How long have you been researching?
Serious researching I have been doing for about one year now but I have gathered information on and off for
the past 20 years. I have been interested in genealogy for as long as I can remember.
5. What surnames are you researching and where are they from?
Agamaite, Doyen and Bodart from Green Bay, Robinsonville, and Tonet, Wisconsin.
Theisen and Reif from Manitowoc and Antigo, Wisconsin.
6. What do you enjoy most about genealogy?
I enjoy the discovery of new facts that add to the story of my family history.
7. What has been your most exciting find to date?
For me the most exciting by far is that the land that is now the “Shrine of Our Lady of Good Help” in
Robinsonville, WI, was owned by my ancestors. After the Holy Mother appeared in an Apparition to Adele
Brise my family wanted the sacred land to belong to the church for a Chapel and Shrine to be built. The
original chapel was a small wooden structure built by Lambert Brise, the father of Adele Brise, at the site of
the Marian apparition. Mrs. Isabella Doyen donated the 5 acres (20,000 m2) surrounding the spot, and a larger wooden church was built in 1861. This chapel bore the inscription “Notre Dame de bon Secours,
priez pour nous,” giving the shrine its present name. My Great Grandparents Ed and Mary Agamaite (Doyen)
attended mass and were married at the Chapel in Robinsonville, (now Champion) WI.
http://www.shrineofourladyofgoodhelp.com/
8. Can you share a tip or hint you use when researching your family?
I don’t rely on just one source. For example I have found that while census records can be helpful they are
not always accurate so if possible I try and verify facts through other sources like birth and death records,
Church records and family records.
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Meet A Board Member
Kathleen Kolodzinski Laprise, Vice President
1. How did you get started in genealogy?
My late husband and I purchased and renovated an old building in
Manitowoc. We were interested in finding out the history of the
building. We found it had been built in the late 1800’s and located
everything we could (yes, there was a lot). I felt if I could find this much
about a building, why not about my ancestors! Previously, my paternal
Aunt (my godmother) had tried to locate information on our family.
Maybe it was in my DNA all along!
2. How long have you been researching?
I began researching my family tree in 1999 and my late husband’s tree shortly thereafter. It has been a
passion for my ever since!
3. What surnames are you researching and where are they from?
Wow, there are so many surnames, all eastern European, basically Polish, Lithuanian (the area is now in
Belarus) with some Czech and/or Austrian. My direct branch includes the surnames Kolodzinski, Czmur,
Smulska, Szostek, Inda, Schleichert, Holms, Nowicki, Urbanska, and Czazynski. There are many more
collateral names I have been researching that tie into those above. I find tracing collateral family has
supplied much information on my direct line branches!
4. What do you enjoy most about genealogy?
Just about everything! Finding family is a fascination for me. Truly not just finding them but learning their
stories. Their history is my history, too.
5. What has been your most exciting find to date?
Finding the marriage record for my paternal grandmother’s first marriage. She could not read or write so her
daughters, my aunts, would write letters from her to her mother in Vienna. They were sent to Mrs. Smulska
and we all felt this was also my grandmother’s maiden name. After trying over and over again to obtain her
marriage record in Chicago (I had a copy of her divorce record from 1913 so I did know approximate dates)
using various spelling of both her and her first husband’s surname, I sent a request just using his, with name
variations, of course, since his surname was Opalenik. I finally received a copy of their marriage certificate.
It showed her surname to be Czmur. With this new information I was able to find her arrival at Ellis Island.
The information there confirmed I had the right person since it confirmed the stories I had been told about
her coming to the USA.
6. Can you share a tip or hint you use when researching your family?
The records of ancestors can be tricky to find, they are our own personal puzzle to solve. Keep trying other
avenues and think outside of the box. Share with others as you do this since you never know what they
might know. When I state others, I am not just referring to those we already know but it means reaching out
to others, those who may be related or perhaps others. It is possible they may give you a hit in something
they did during their research which may help you find what you need.
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Meet A Board Member
Anne Kasuboski, Recording Secretary
1. How long have you been on the board? What do you enjoy most about
being part of B.A.G.S. board?
I am new to the board, being elected as recording secretary at this year’s annual
meeting. It’s a pleasure to work with such a dedicated group of individuals with a common interest and goals
and make new friends.
2. How did you get started in genealogy?
By helping my brother with the family research he had started in the pre-computer age.
3. Why did you start researching?
It was entirely by accident. My brother had been the family genealogist so it was hands off because it was his
thing. Then I was asked by a work colleague to go along and assist with a bus trip being sponsored to the
Wisconsin Historical Society. I asked my brother for a list of thing to try and look up for him. On my very
first attempt I hit the jackpot, finding our Irish family in “The Famine Immigrants” set, and I was hooked
immediately. There’s nothing like seeing an ancestor’s name in print!
4. How long have you been researching?
Close to 25 years as best as I can remember.
5. What surnames are you researching and where are they from?
I’m not originally from Green Bay, so all my ancestors are from other places—that’s why it took me so long
to join B.A.G.S. My connections are mostly Green Lake, Fond du Lac, and Winnebago County based. Some
of the surnames are Heinke, O’Rourke, Flahavin/Flavin, Kaszubowski, Prygan, Behrens, Borchert, and
Gleeson.
6. What do you enjoy most about genealogy?
I love the challenge of trying to solve a mystery and putting the puzzle pieces together. Plus I am always
learning something new.
7. What has been your most exciting find to date?
That my great-great-great-grandmother Bridget Flavin, at the age of 80, proved her homestead claim in South
Dakota in 1890.
8. Can you share a tip or hint you use when researching your family?
Think outside the box and trust your instincts. Ask yourself “what if?” and “Why?” Yes, you CAN glean
information from foreign language documents even if you don’t speak the language. If you have never used
your local Family History Center (branch of the Family History Library in Salt Lake), check into all they
have to offer.
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Meet A Board Member
Julie Nivens, Member at Large
1. How long have you been a member?
I have been a member of BAGS for three years.
2. How did you get started in genealogy?
My great Aunt Grace gave a 12 page family history to my father. I began asking questions about my
grandparents on both sides back in 1979. Then 3 years ago, my niece wanted me to prove that the McGuire’s
really came from Ireland; and to prove that my mother’s side really came from France.
3. Why did you start researching?
Proof. I wanted to learn more about my ancestors.
4. How long have you been researching?
3 and a half years.
5. What surnames are you researching and where are they from?
McGuire, Baenen, Deveraux, Lancour, Roberts, Laviolette
6. What do you enjoy most about genealogy?
I like to investigate.
7. What has been your most exciting find to date?
My paternal great grandfather’s wife’s sister married George Cody, the past pope of Chicago.
8. Can you share a tip or hint you use when researching your family?
Keep separate binders, talk to your elders to get stories and photos, and have a backup binder.

Authentic Travel and Tours presents:

Tracing the Past in Ireland: Genealogy and Culture
October 20-31, 2015
Join us for a unique exploration of enchanting Ireland on the eastern and northern coast as we
delve into the texture of Irish culture from prehistory to present. This trip includes the option
of tracing your Irish ancestry with genealogist Dave Miller in addition to learning about the
fascinating history, culture and art of Ireland. The trip is led by artist and Irish art history
scholar Joan Molloy Slack. For more details and the full brochure visit
www.authentictravelandtours.com or e-mail joanslack@wildblue.net
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2015 Bay Area Genealogical Society (B.A.G.S.)
GEMS Survey Results
1) What is your level of interest in the B.A.G.S. newsletter GEMS of Genealogy?
High Interest (Read Medium Interest
regularly, cover to (Skim for articles
cover)
of Interest)
25
14

Low Interest (read
occasionally)
0

No Interest
0

just enough
31

Total
40

Undecided
1

Total
40

2) Is GEMS published:
not often
enough
9

too often
0

3) How satisfied are you with the layout of GEMS?
Very
Satisfied
25

Somewhat
Satisfied
5

Satisfied
9

Somewhat
Dissatisfied
0

Dissatisfied
1

Undecided
0

Total
40

4) Do you feel that our newsletter is:

Interesting
28

Informative
33

Fun
6

Boring
0

Varies with each
issue
5

Forget it
0

Worth
doing?
6

Total
72

5) Do you feel the newsletter effectively provides information important to the overall

needs of the members?

Yes

No

Don't Know

Total

35

1

3

39

I especially like the calendar of events, even though I cannot attend. BTW, what is the Nicolet Project?
Good to publicize upcoming events
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6) How satisfied are you with the timeliness of the information presented in the GEMS?
Very
Satisfied
19

Somewhat
Satisfied
11

Somewhat
Dissatisfied
0

Satisfied
10

Dissatisfied
0

Undecided
0

Total
40

7) How satisfied are you with the practicality and helpfulness of the information presented in the
GEMS?
Very
Satisfied
19

Somewhat
Satisfied
9

Satisfied
10

Somewhat
Dissatisfied
2

Dissatisfied
0

Undecided
0

Total
40

Much Better almost Very Satisfied
I think I myself and most people join a local society to get local information. Reprinting exceptional articles is
okay but I feel a local society newsletter should mainly contact local info - sources, tips for searching locally,
record transcriptions, etc

8) What, if any, information or sections would you like to see included in the GEMS in the future?
Also a page of best websites for researching family trees or Netherlands records that are free to public
Anything with local history that overlaps with local genealogy
Detailed information on what and how to research at UWGB and Brown County Library
Due noticed a decline in the content & volume of the news letter. There are fewer issues and I used to enjoy the
"tips" and essays and phone directories!
Excerpts from resources
Information on surrounding area societies and their functions going on
keep up the good work
List of Resources
Local resource sources, links to local online records or sources, record transcriptions, local research tips, stories on
local families, regular people not the "rich & famous"
Love the schedule of events. Tips & Tricks.
More information needed on people searching for other relatives in Wisconsin.
To make money have people look for obit's or graves and charge for the services.
Topics relating to specific ideas like nationalities

9) What, if any, sections do you think should be removed from the GEMS?
I love the activities & seminars and would be going to all of them except I live out of town in MN
Meeting minutes. Just post online only. Do survey online. Not within the issue.
No
None

10) Have you ever recommended, or forwarded the GEMS to a friend or colleague?
Yes
14

No
12

Never thought
about it
10

Total
36

I want to keep them
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B.A.G.S. Board of Directors
President

Barbara Hoffman
(2015-2016)
president@BayAreaGenealogicalSociety.org
920.330.0026

Vice President

Kathleen Laprise
(2015-2016)
vicepresident@BayAreaGenealogicalSociety.org
920.766.1288

Treasurer

Sherry Vander Missen
(2014-2016)
treasurer@BayAreaGenealogicalSociety.org
920.983.0417

Recording
Secretary

Anne Kasuboski
(2015-2017)
secretary@BayAreaGenealogicalSociety.org
920.499.1120

Corresponding Debra Frey
(2014-2016)
Secretary
secretary@BayAreaGenealogicalSociety.org
920.676.8185

Member-at
Large

Robert DeLaruelle
920.499.9707

(2014-2016)

Member-at
Large

Jennifer Marshall
920.737.7763

(2014-2016)

Member-at
Large

Judith Wendt
920.494.7494

(2014-2016)

Member-at
Large

Julie Nivens
920.497.7069

(2015-2017)

Member-at
Large

Jean Spodeck
920.983.9663

(2015-2017)

Member-at
Large

Vacant position

(2015-2017)

Committee Chairpersons and Appointments
Cemetery

Linda Lehrer
cemetery@BayAreaGenealogicalSociety.org
920.366.9744

GEMS
Jean Spodeck, Katie Stilp
Newsletter newsletter@BayAreaGenealogicalSociety.org
Editors
920.983.9663
920.819.6988

Jean Nicolet

Barbara Hoffman
920.330.0026

Sales

Library
Consultant

Mary Jane Herber
920.336.5927

Pat Mc Namara
sales@BayAreaGenealogicalSociety.org
920.660.5875

Website

Membership

Barbara Hoffman
membership@BayAreaGenealogicalSociety.org
920.330.0026

Linda Lehrer, Jean Spodeck
webmaster@BayAreaGenealogicalSociety.org
920.366.9744
920.983.9663

Mailing Address
Bay Area Genealogical Society, Inc.
PO Box 283
Green Bay, WI 54305-0283

NATIONAL
ARCHIVES
NEWS

Check out our NEW website!

Did you know that you can now order records from the
National Archives & Records Administration (NARA)
online? Check out their website at:

http://www.BayAreaGenealogicalSociety.org

http://www.archives.gov

UWGB—Archives & Area Research Center
Cofrin Library
2420 Nicolet Drive
Green Bay, WI 54311
920.465.2539
archives@uwgb.edu
http://www.uwgb.edu/archives/
Always call ahead to verify we are open.
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Local History & Genealogy 2nd Floor
at Brown County Library Central Location
515 Pine Street Green Bay, WI 54301
920.448.5815
Summer Hours (Memorial Day - Labor Day)
Monday Tuesday — 1:00-5:00pm
Wednesday — 1:00-5:00 & 6:00-8:00pm
Thursday, Friday — 1:00-5:00pm
Saturday 9:00am — 1:00pm

GEMS of Genealogy
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Wisconsin State Genealogical Society

www.wsgs.org

The WSGS is dedicated to improving the quality of genealogical study in Wisconsin. They host newsletters,
conferences, workshops, and webinars to aid in networking opportunities of genealogists. In January of 2013, WSGS
began hosting their webinars. The webinars are held once a month on the third Tuesday, at 7:00pm. They are free to
the first 100 attendees. After the live event, the webinars are archived in the “member only” section of the website,
and can be viewed there with a downloadable handout.
Of course, WSGS has many more offerings such as there certificate program and “quickguides.” The new cookbook
recently published by WSGS is now available. Check them out!
Reprinted from Waukesha County Genealogical Society—May 2014 issue

PURPOSE AND OBJECTIVE The main purpose of the Bay Area Genealogical Society, Inc. shall be educational and charitable
[1] to assist and instruct interested persons in genealogical research techniques and/or procedures, and [2] to make historical and
genealogical material available to the general public through acquisition and donation of genealogical books and materials. Such
materials shall be made available to the general public by placing and /or donating such materials to other 501(c)(3) cultural, historical or educational organizations.
DUES Payable March 1st to B.A.G.S. Treasurer, PO Box 283, Green Bay, WI, 54305-0283. Individual: $15, Family: $20.
(includes one newsletter subscription). Newsletter, GEMS of Genealogy is published quarterly. Jan/Mar; Apr/Jun; Jul/Sep; Oct/
Dec. Submissions welcome: deadlines are January 1st, March 1st, June 1st, and September 1st. Mail to: Bay Area Genealogical
Society, PO Box 283, Green Bay, WI 54305-0283, Attn: GEMS Editor or email newsletter@BayAreaGenealogicalSociety.org.
This newsletter is indexed with PERSI, published by Allen County Public Library, Fort Wayne, Indiana. Our newsletter, GEMS of
Genealogy, has been copy-righted, therefore it should not be reproduced without our permission.

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Green Bay, WI 54305-0283
PO Box 283
B.ay A.rea G.enealogical S.ociety, Inc

